TITLE DEED TO THE EARTH

Life and Death: the ﬁrst death is separation from life on this earth; the second death is separation from life on the new earth;
life is life on this earth until death; and eternal life is life on the new earth forever in God’s Kingdom.
Ceremony in Heaven at the Beginning of the Tribulation: this is the day Jesus receives his inheritance in heaven from his Father,
the ﬁnal phase of the Day of Redemption (Eph 4:30), and everyone in heaven and on earth celebrates this long-awaited event (Rev 5:6–14).
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God’s Throne Room (Rev 4): this chapter describes the place or setting where the title deed to the earth is given to Jesus. The most important event in chapters 4–5 is this: God gives a seven-sealed scroll to his Son (Rev 5:7).
Scroll with Seven Seals (Rev 5): what is this scroll? Unfortunately nothing in chapter 5 tells us, nor what’s written on the inside or outside. So we must ask, What are the options or possibilities? What kind of scrolls (documents) were sealed with
clay bullae in the ancient world? Four options: (1) a royal letter (1 Kings 21:8), (2) a royal decree (Esth 8:8), (3) a will, or (4) a title deed to land or property (Jer 32:44). In 1960 twenty-three tied deeds without seals were found in the Cave of Letters
near the Dead Sea (Yadin, Bar-Kokhba, 228–231). To decide which of these four is most probable, we need to look at chapters 6–20 to see what taking possession of and opening the scroll is preparatory to. Opening the seals unleashes God’s
anger on the earth. The seven seals are followed by two more volleys of seven judgments. These judgments destroy people (Rev 6:8; 8:11; 9:15; 16:21), cities (16:19), land, trees, and water (6:14; 8:7, 10–11; 16:4), sea life (8:8–9; 16:3), and the
infrastructure, commerce, and economy of the earth (11:13; 16:18–19; 18:8–19). They systematically weaken the opposition in preparation for the return of Jesus. They are also evangelistic in nature: God’s hand is clearly understood to be the
cause of such powerful catastrophes (6:16–17). They encourage God’s enemies to switch sides at any cost; the cost for most will be the loss of their lives and the lives of their loved ones by martyrdom. All of this judgment leads up to the second
coming of Christ, where he kills his enemies at Armageddon (19:19–21), imprisons the Beast, False Prophet, unbelievers, fallen angels, and Satan (Matt 13:41–42; Rev 19:20; 20:1–3), takes possession of and renovates the earth (Acts 3:21), and
sets up his millennial Kingdom (Rev 19:14–16). So, it appears that the seven-sealed scroll is (1) a title deed (in chapter 5 God gives possession of the earth to his Son) or (2) a will that bequeaths all things, including the earth, to Jesus (in this case
chapter 5 describes the day Jesus receives his inheritance from his Father; cf. Psa 2:7–8; Heb 1:2). Note: after this we will receive our inheritance at the Judgment Seat of Christ (Col 3:24; 1 Pet 1:4). Search is made far and wide to ﬁnd another
worthy to open the scroll, but no one is found (Rev 5:2–5). And in the process all assent that Jesus alone is worthy. He is worthy because he overcame the world (John 6:33; 12:31) and the ruler of this world in the wilderness (Matt 4:1–11). After
receiving his inheritance, the earth is bombarded, invaded, conquered, possessed, and rebuilt. Possession of the scroll gives Jesus the right to do with the earth as he wishes; and his wish is to begin the Conquest of Planet Earth (antitype of the
Conquest of Canaan under Joshua). Redemption of the Earth: redemption is the restoration of all that was lost by Adam’s sin: his soul, body, and rule over the earth. The result of sin is threefold, so redemption must also be threefold. Redemption is a process that begins at the cross (redemption of the soul or salvation, Eph 1:7; Heb 9:15), continues with the ﬁrst resurrection (redemption of the body or resurrection, Rom 8:23; Eph 4:30), and is completed at the second coming of Christ
(redemption of the earth). The purchase price is his blood (Rev 5:9). Paradise Regained: by a sinless kinsman redeemer who pays the debt (Eph 1:7; 1 Pet 1:18–19; Rev 5:9), purchases or redeems men and the earth (Acts 20:28 1 Cor 6:20;
7:23; 2 Pet 2:1; Rev 5:9), gives freedom (Acts 13:39; Rom 6:18, 22; 8:21; Gal 5:1, 13; 1 Pet 2:16), riches (2 Cor 8:9), eternal life (John 5:21, 29, 51; 6:40; 10:28; 11:25; Rom 8:11), and possession of the earth to man again (Rev 5:10, 13; 11:5).
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