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But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you…(Matt 5:44).
AFTER READING THIS VERSE, the first question that comes to mind is: Why? Why should I pray for those who persecute me? And a close second is, How? How can I? They really hurt me!
What incentive do I have to do this, other than it's desired and commanded by God? Certainly it's a hard thing to do: Doing good for those who hurt you is not normal. We would rather curse them,
but that is prohibited (Rom 12:14). The answer lies in the fact that praying for the benefit of others is a good work that will be rewarded in heaven—a way of laying up treasure in heaven.
COMPARE PRAYER WITH THE DOCTRINES OF SERVICE, GOOD WORKS, AND REWARDS; IMPRECATORY PRAYER IS MODELED AFTER REWARDS PROMISED FOR GOOD WORKS IN MATTHEW 6:1–18

Pray for those who
persecute you
(Matt 5:44; Luke 6:28).

A great reward is
given for persecution
(Matt 5:10–12).
We can earn double
rewards in persecution:
one for being persecuted
(Matt 5:10–12) and
another for praying
for blessing for your
persecutors
(Matt 5:44–46).

Prayers are rewarded
in the next life
(Matt 6:5–6).
Imprecatory Prayer
is not a contradiction but
an alternative to Matthew 5:44,
Luke 6:28, and Rom 12:14—
an option available to you (the high road).
Prayers for punishment and
vengeance may be granted and
satisfy your sense of justice now,
but you get no future reward.
If, instead, you pray for their blessing
and are willing to defer justice
and God's promised vengeance,
you get no satisfaction or justice
now but great reward in heaven
(modeled after "reward in full" versus
"your Father will repay you" in Matt 6:1–18).
Which would you rather have?
The choice is yours,
how you want to handle
your spiritual investments.
Imprecatory prayer is not wrong,
ungodly, unloving, or unchristian.
It was practiced by David
(Psalm 35:4–8; 69:22–28;109:6–13),
other inspired writers (137:8–9; Jer 18:19–23),
and is not out of dispensation—
being practiced by Paul (1 Cor 5:5;1 Tim 1:20).
Even the tribulational martyrs in heaven
ask God to avenge them (Rev 6:10).

Implication:
praying for your persecutors
will be rewarded
(Matt 5:46).

Good works
lay up treasure in heaven
(Matt 6:20; 19:21; Mark 10:21;
Luke 12:21, 33; 1 Tim 6:19).
Time spent in prayer
is rewarded (as is time spent
in study, 2 Tim 2:15)
and what you pray for is
rewarded (intercession for friends,
King, enemies, persecutors).
Unanswered prayer is not
a waste of time because you're
laying up treasure in heaven.
Eternal rewards are an incentive
to "pray without ceasing"
(1 Thess 5:17).

Good works
are rewarded
in the next life
(Luke 14:13–14; 2 Cor 5:10;
Eph 6:8; Rev 22:12).

Prayer is a
sacrifice of the lips
(praise, blessing God)
and a good work
(Heb 13:15–16).

Praying is
a good work: it's
service done at
God's command
for God's benefit
and for the benefit
of God's people.

Prayer is a
sacrifice of your
time; all good works
are sacrifices
that are rewarded.

The amount of sacrifice
(Luke 21:1–4)
and quality of
a good work
apparently
determines the
value of a reward
(as in teaching,
1 Cor 3:10–15);
so a prayer for those
who persecute you
is rewarded more
than an intercessory
prayer for a sick friend:
the greater the persecution
the greater the reward.

