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SACRIFICES OF
ISRAEL—PART 2

Geographical Source of the Sacrifices: Rams came from Nabatea, calves from Sharon, sheep from Hebron, doves from the Mount of Olives, incense from Arabia and Mesopotamia, flour and wine
from Judea, oil from Galilee, salt from Sodom (Zoar), and water from the cisterns and aqueducts of Jerusalem.
Disposal of the Blood: (1) Enormous amounts of animal blood was spilled around the altar every day and splattered on the priests as they worked. (2) Enormous amounts of water and special
drainage systems were built to convey the blood down into the depths of the Temple Mount. “There were many mouths at the base [of the altar], which were completely invisible except for those
responsible for the ministry, so that the large amounts of blood which collected from the sacrifices were all cleansed by the downward pressure and momentum” (Letter of Aristeas 90). (2) Huge
conduits carried the blood away from the Temple Mount (Letter of Aristeas 90). (3) Some of the cisterns for the water supply held thousands of gallons. “The whole foundation…had slopes leading to
the appropriate places for carrying the water which is (needed) for the cleansing of the blood from the sacrifices. (Many thousands of animals are brought there in the festival days.) There is an
uninterrupted supply not only of water, just as if there were a plentiful spring rising naturally from within, but also of indescribably wonderful underground reservoirs, which within a radius of five
stades [1000 yards] from the foundation of the Temple revealed innumerable channels for each of them, the streams joining together on each side” (Letter of Aristeas 89).
Number of Priests: (1) Over seven hundred priests ministered in the Hasmonean temple: “the number of ministers in attendance is more than seven hundred, in addition to a large number of the
assistants bringing forward the animals for sacrifice” (Letter of Aristeas 95). (2) As many as fifteen hundred priests attended the weekly services (Josephus, Antiquities 7.363–367).
Regulations: (1) The only animals allowed for sacrifice were oxen, sheep, goats, and pigeons; fish and wild animals were prohibited. (2) The only produce of the field allowed for offerings was wine,
olive oil, and grain (in the ear, meal, dough, cakes, etc.). (2) Both sexes were acceptable for sacrifice; for some sacrifices a male is prescribed. (3) No defective, ill, or wounded animal could be offered
(Lev 22:21–26), except in freewill offerings (22:23). Such is an insult to God (Mal 1:6–14). (4) Sacrificial animals must be at least eight days old (Lev 22:27).
Procedure: (1) Bringing the sacrifice near to God by the offerer, (2) laying on of hands by the offerer, (3) killing of the animal by the offerer, (4) manipulation of the blood by a priest, (5) burning of the
sacrifice on the altar, and (6) disposal of the rest of the carcass.
Order of Sacrifices: When more than one kind of sacrifice was brought, the usual order was (1) sin or guilt offering (forgiveness and restitution), (2) burnt offering (complete dedication to God),
(3) fellowship (covenant relationship with God) and grain offering (gifts given in appreciation to God)—this order is found, for example, in Numbers 6:16–17.
Expiatory Sacrifices: (1) Blood was most important in expiatory sacrifices: it was put on the horns of the bronze altar and the rest poured at its base. (2) The owner never ate the meat of expiatory
sacrifices (sin and guilt offerings), but some was reserved for the officiating priests. (3) Kipper ('cover') is only used with sin and guilt offerings. (4) Expiatory sacrifices are never said to be acceptable
to God (as are burnt offerings, Lev 1:3, 4). (5) Sins with less serious consequences were atoned for by guilt offerings (e.g., theft, cheating). (6) No doubt the omission of offering blood to God and
applying blood to the altar in pagan sacrifices was promoted by Satan to obscure the typology pointing to the saving blood of Christ.
Gift Offerings: God gives most of the gift back: “I have given it as their share from My offerings by fire” (Lev 6:17).
Efficacy of Animal Sacrifices (What Is Actually Accomplished): (1) God does not accept voluntary offerings from disobedient people (zevach 'animal sacrificed for a covenant feast,' Prov 15:8; burnt,
grain, and fellowship offerings, Amos 5:22): dedicating one's whole life (burnt offerings), giving gifts or material possessions (grain offerings), and celebrating covenant renewal (fellowship offerings)
was inappropriate and unacceptable while living in disobedience to the covenant and to God. (2) Animal sacrifices were more than just types: they provided a real forgiveness of sin and restoration to
fellowship with God in the Jewish Age (Lev 1:4; 4:33, 35). (3) Pretermission: sins were passed over before the sacrifice of Christ (Rom 3:25). (4) The sacrifice of Christ was retroactive: it paid for the sins
of people in the Jewish Age (Heb 9:15). (5) Sins were forgiven by covering before the sacrifice of Christ (hidden from sight and forgotten until removed forever by the sacrifice of Christ); sins are
forgiven by permanent removal by the sacrifice of Christ ("take away sins" in Heb 10:4). (6) The sacrifice of Christ is retroactive and proactive, providing forgiveness for both past and future sins.
(7) There is a big difference between covering a mess and removing it completely.
Better Than Sacrifices: Knowledge, righteousness, justice, humility, obedience, loyalty, love for God, and love for your neighbor are all better than sacrifice (1 Sam 15:22; Prov 21:3; Hos 6:6;
Mic 6:6–8; Mark 12:33). God will not accept the sacrifices of the wicked (Prov 15:8; 21:27; Eccl 5:1; Isa 1:10–15; 66:3; Jer 6:19–20; 14:10–12).
Cessation of Animal Sacrifices: (1) Animal sacrifices ceased in 70 A.D. when the genealogical records of the priests and the Temple were destroyed by Rome. (2) Commentaries and copies of the Law
were collected by Rabbi Johanan ben Zakkai after the war and taken to a new academic center in Jamnia on the Mediterranean coast—and in time these rabbinic commentaries became the core of
the Talmud. (3) Good deeds were substituted for blood sacrifices: “My son, do not weep. We have a means of atonement as effective as this (i.e., the temple ritual and sacrifice). And what is it? It is
deeds of loving-kindness. As the prophet has said, 'I desire mercy and not sacrifice’” (Rabbi Johanan). (4) But God says, "It is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul" (Lev 17:11). (5) For
nineteen hundred years Judaism has had no blood sacrifice for sin: on the Day of Atonement Jews pray, fast, and do good deeds—traditions that began with Rabbi Johanan but offer no provision
for sin.
Fulfillment and Replacement of the Levitical Sacrifices: (1) Expiatory (sin and guilt) sacrifices: fulfilled by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ and no longer necessary (Heb 7:27; 10:10–12). (2) Whole
burnt offering: replaced by the dedication of our bodies as a living sacrifice (Rom 12:1). (3) Fellowship offering: replaced by bread and wine representing the sacrifice (body and blood) of Jesus Christ
followed by a love (agape) feast (Jude 12; cf. 1 Cor 11:20–21) celebrating a renewal of the New Covenant. (4) Gift offering: replaced by voluntary spiritual sacrifices (1 Peter 2:5) such as prayer (Acts
10:4, 31; Rev 5:8; 8:3–4), almsgiving (Acts 10:4), giving money to missionaries (Phil 4:18), faith (Phil 2:17), praise (Heb 13:15), doing good (Heb 13:16), sharing (Heb 13:16), evangelism (Rom
15:15–16), and martyrdom (Phil 2:17; 2 Tim 4:6; Eph 5:2).

