God's Forgiveness
"The LORD also has taken away your sin"
(2 Sam. 12:13).
Waiving the Legal Punishment
"you shall not die" (2 Sam. 12:13).
In the Mosaic Law adultery (Lev. 20:10; Deut.
22:22) and murder (Exod. 21:12–14; Lev.
24:17, 21; Num. 35:16–21; Deut. 19:11–12)
are capital offenses. Bathsheba was guilty of
adultery; David was guilty of adultery and
murder. By the law of Israel both should
have been executed. But God, who is the
author of these laws and the supreme ruler
of Israel, had the right to waive them if He
wished. In His wisdom the death penalty was
commuted.
Immediate Discipline
"However, because by this deed you have
given occasion to the enemies of the LORD
to blaspheme, the child also that is born to
you shall surely die" (2 Sam. 12:14).

before all Israel, and under the sun" (2 Sam.
12:10–12).
Application
It's clear from our study that confession and
forgiveness do not automatically remove
discipline from the lives of believers who
sin. The discipline may, however, be reduced.
Had David not confessed he may have died.
Instead, even though he confessed his sins,
and even though God forgave these sins, he
still received divine discipline—immediately
in the death of the child and for the rest of his
life. This was fair; by law he deserved to die.
Such severe discipline would certainly make
him think twice before disobeying again.

A Study of Divine Discipline

The application is clear.You may be disciplined
even if your sins are confessed and forgiven.
And one sin can bring discipline for the rest of
your life! Perhaps the best way to understand
this is by analogy. If one of your children
disobeys and confesses it immediately, don't
you discipline the child anyway?

Future Discipline
"Now therefore, the sword shall never
depart from your house, because you have
despised Me and have taken the wife of
Uriah the Hittite to be your wife." Thus
says the LORD, "Behold, I will raise up evil
against you from your own household; I will
even take your wives before your eyes, and
give them to your companion, and he shall
lie with your wives in broad daylight. Indeed
you did it secretly, but I will do this thing
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he life of David
provides a clear
illustration of the
relationship between
confession of sin,
forgiveness, and divine
discipline.

The Story

N

ow it came to pass in the
spring of the year, at the time
when kings go out to battle, that David
sent Joab and his servants with him, and
all Israel; and they destroyed the people
of Ammon and besieged Rabbah. But
David remained at Jerusalem.
Then it happened one evening that
David arose from his bed and walked
on the roof of the king's house. And
from the roof he saw a woman bathing,
and the woman was very beautiful to
behold. So David sent and inquired
about the woman. And someone said,
"Is this not Bathsheba, the daughter of
Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?"
Then David sent messengers, and took
her; and she came to him, and he lay
with her, for she was cleansed from
her impurity; and she returned to her
house. And the woman conceived; so
she sent and told David, and said, "I am
with child."
Then David sent to Joab, saying,
"Send me Uriah the Hittite." And Joab
sent Uriah to David. When Uriah had
come to him, David asked how Joab
was doing, and how the people were
doing, and how the war prospered. And
David said to Uriah, "Go down to your
house and wash your feet." So Uriah
departed from the king's house, and a
gift of food from the king followed him.
But Uriah slept at the door of the king's
house with all the servants of his lord,
and did not go down to his house. So
when they told David, saying, "Uriah
did not go down to his house," David
said to Uriah, "Did you not come from

a journey? Why did you not go down
to your house?" And Uriah said to
David, "The ark and Israel and Judah are
dwelling in tents, and my lord Joab and
the servants of my lord are encamped
in the open fields. Shall I then go to my
house to eat and drink, and to lie with
my wife? As you live, and as your soul
lives, I will not do this thing." Then David
said to Uriah, "Wait here today also,
and tomorrow I will let you depart." So
Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day
and the next. Now when David called
him, he ate and drank before him; and
he made him drunk. And at evening
he went out to lie on his bed with the
servants of his lord, but he did not go
down to his house.
Then in the morning it was so that
David wrote a letter to Joab and sent
it by the hand of Uriah. And he wrote
in the letter, saying, "Set Uriah in the
forefront of the hottest battle, and
retreat from him, that he may be struck
down and die." So it happened, while
Joab besieged the city, that he assigned
Uriah to a place where he knew there
were valiant men. Then the men of the
city came out and fought with Joab. And
some of the people of the servants of
David fell; and Uriah the Hittite died
also. Then Joab sent and told David
all the things concerning the war, and
charged the messenger, saying, "When
you have finished telling the matters of
the war to the king, if it happens that
the king's wrath rises, and he says to
you: 'Why did you approach so near to
the city when you fought? Did you not
know that they would shoot from the
wall? 'Who struck Abimelech the son

of Jerubbesheth? Was it not a woman
who cast a piece of a millstone on him
from the wall, so that he died in Thebez?
Why did you go near the wall?'—then
you shall say, 'Your servant Uriah the
Hittite is dead also.' "
So the messenger went, and came
and told David all that Joab had sent by
him. And the messenger said to David,
"Surely the men prevailed against us
and came out to us in the field; then we
drove them back as far as the entrance
of the gate. "The archers shot from
the wall at your servants; and some of
the king's servants are dead, and your
servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also."
Then David said to the messenger,
"Thus you shall say to Joab: 'Do not
let this thing displease you, for the
sword devours one as well as another.
Strengthen your attack against the
city, and overthrow it.' So encourage
him."
When the wife of Uriah heard
that Uriah her husband was dead, she
mourned for her husband. And when
her mourning was over, David sent
and brought her to his house, and
she became his wife and bore him
a son. But the thing that David had
done displeased the LORD (2 Samuel
11:1–27 NKJV).
David's Sins
adultery (2 Sam. 11:4)
and murder (2 Sam. 11:14–17; 12:9)
David's Confession
"I have sinned against the LORD"
(2 Sam. 12:13).

