
DOCTRINAL STATEMENT 
 
 
A. Bibliology: Doctr ine of the Bible 
 
Revelation.  The Bible is God's written word through which He reveals Himself and His will 
to man.  The Holy Spirit is the divine author of Scripture (2 Peter 1:21). 
 
Inspiration.  All Scripture is God-breathed (2 Tim. 3:16) and without error in the original 
writings (Ps. 119:140, 160). 
 
Authority.   Since the Bible is God's revelation to man and is inspired and inerrant in the 
original writings, it should be a believer's sole authority for faith and practice. 
 
Canonicity.   The canon of Scripture is complete and contains 66 books.  The apocryphal 
books are not canonical. 
 
 
B. Theology Proper: Doctr ine of God 
 
The Bible reveals one God existing in three distinct persons—God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Spirit—who are co-equal and co-eternal, identical in nature, and 
have the same attributes (Deut. 6:4; Matt. 28:19). 
 
The attributes of God are sovereignty (Deut. 4:39; Eph. 1:11), righteousness (Deut. 
32:4; John 17:25), justice (Acts 17:31), love (John 3:16; Eph. 2:4; 1 John 4:16), 
eternal life (Ps. 90:2), omnipotence (Rev. 19:6), omniscience (Ps. 147:5), omnipresence 
(Ps. 139:7–12), immutability (James 1:17) and veracity (John 17:3). 
 
 
C. Christology: Doctrine of the Person and Work of Christ 
 
Incarnation.  Jesus Christ is the second member of the Godhead who became man 
without ceasing to be God (John 1:1–2, 14).  He is perfect humanity and undiminished 
deity inseparably united in one person forever (Phil. 2:6–8; Col. 2:9). 
 
Virgin Birth.  He was conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary (Luke 
1:35). 
 
Substitutionary Death.  He accomplished our redemption through His death on the cross 
as a substitutionary sacrifice (1 Cor. 15:3; 1 Peter 1:18–19). 
 
Resurrection.  He was literally and physically resurrected from the dead by God (Matt. 
28:6; Acts 2:24, 31; 1 Cor. 15:20). 
 
Session.  He is presently seated at the right hand of the Father's throne in heaven (Heb. 
8:1; 12:2) where He is the head of all things (Eph. 1:20–22), our high priest (Heb. 8:1) 
and intercessor (Rom. 8:34). 
 
 
D. Pneumatology: Doctrine of the Person and Work of the Holy Spirit 
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His Salvation Work.  The Holy Spirit convicts the world of sin, righteousness and 
judgment (John 16:8–11).  At the moment of salvation He regenerates (John 3:3–7; 
Titus 3:5), indwells (1 Cor. 6:19), baptizes us into the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:13) and 
seals us unto the day of redemption (Eph. 1:13). 
 
His Post-Salvation Work.  After salvation He fills (Eph. 5:18), guides (Rom. 8:14), 
teaches (John 16:12–15), assures (Rom. 8:16) and intercedes for us (Rom. 8:26; Eph. 
6:18). 
 
Spirituality.  It is the responsibility of every believer to be continually filled with the Holy 
Spirit (Eph. 5:18) by the confession of personal sins (1 John 1:9).  A spiritual believer is 
one who is filled with the Holy Spirit (Eph. 5:18), walking in the Spirit (Gal. 5:16), in 
fellowship with God (1 John 1:9) and thereby producing the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22–
23).  Good works are the result of spirituality and not the cause (Gal. 5:22). 
 
Spiritual Gifts.  Spiritual gifts are grace gifts given to believers at the moment of 
salvation (1 Cor. 12:13) by the Holy  Spirit according to His sovereign will (1 Cor. 12:11) 
for the benefit of the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:7).  They are given to glorify God (1 
Peter 4:11) and are to be used in serving one another (1 Peter 4:10).  The gifts differ in 
value (1 Cor. 12:28, 31) but all are necessary and important for the proper functioning 
of the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:21–24).  A distinction must be made between 
temporary and permanent spiritual gifts.  Gifts such as prophecy, tongues and 
knowledge were temporary and ceased when the canon of Scripture was completed (1 
Cor. 13:8–10). 
 
 
E.  Angelology:  Doctrine of Angels 
 
Angels.  Angels are spirit beings (Heb. 1:14) created by God (Ps. 148:2, 5) before the 
foundation of the world (Job 38:6–7) with intelligence (1 Peter 1:12), emotions (Luke 
2:13–14) and a will (Jude 6).  They are innumerable (Heb. 12:22), do not reproduce 
after their own kind (Mark 12:25) and never die (Luke 20:36). 
 
Elect and Fallen Angels.  Angels are now divided into two categories known as "elect" 
and "fallen".  Elect angels (1 Tim. 5:21) are God's agents in the execution of His 
providence.  Fallen angels or demons are unclean spirits (Mark 9:25) who followed Satan 
in his fall.  Satan has organized them (Eph. 6:12; Col. 2:15) to war against God, His 
angels and His people.  Their ultimate destiny is the Lake of Fire (Matt. 25:41). 
 
Satan.  Satan is a fallen angel (Isa. 14:12–15) whose ultimate destiny is the Lake of Fire 
(Matt. 25:41; Rev. 20:10).  He is the leader of the demons (Matt. 12:24; Rev. 12:7–9), 
the accuser of the brethren (Rev. 12:10) and our adversary (1 Peter 5:8) who tempts us 
to sin (Acts 5:3), hinders our work (1 Thess. 2:18) and incites persecutions against us 
(Rev. 2:10). 
 
 
F. Anthropology: Doctrine of Man 
 
Creation.  Man was created in the image and likeness of God (Gen. 1:26–27; 5:1; 1 Cor. 
11:7) whereby his immaterial nature is a limited reflection of God's communicable 
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attributes, possessing self-consciousness, mentality, emotions, volition and a 
conscience.  His physical nature was formed from the dust of the ground (Gen. 2:7) and 
is not the product of evolution. 
 
Fall.  In Adam's sin (Gen. 3:6; Rom. 5:14) the human race fell (Rom. 3:23; 5:12, 17–19), 
inherited a sinful nature (Rom. 7:15–25; 1 John 1:8) and became alienated from God 
(Eph. 2:12). 
 
Total Depravity.  In God's eyes man is totally depraved and unable to retrieve his lost 
condition (Rom. 7:18; 8:7; Eph. 4:18). 
 
 
G. Hamartiology: Doctr ine of Sin 
 
The Scriptures describe three categories of sin: imputed sin, inherent sin, and personal 
sin. 
 
Imputed Sin.  At birth every member of the human race shares in the responsibility and 
penalty for Adam's original sin (Rom. 5:12, 18–19; 1 Cor. 15:22). 
 
Inherent Sin.  Through the human father every person inherits a capacity [the sin nature] 
which entices and enables him to commit acts of personal sin (Rom. 6:6; 7:17–18; Eph. 
4:22). 
 
Personal Sin.  Personal sins are acts of sin which are the product of the sin nature.  They 
may be mental sins (2 Cor. 10:5), sins of the tongue (James 3:5–6) or overt sins (Rom. 
6:12–13). 
 
 
H. Soteriology: Doctrine of Salvation 
 
Salvation.  Salvation was provided by the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ on the 
cross for the sins of every member of the human race, past, present, and future (Rom. 
5:8; 8:32; 2 Cor. 5:14–15; Heb. 2:9).  His sacrifice effected our forgiveness (Col. 2:13), 
propitiation (1 John 2:2), reconciliation (Col. 1:22), redemption (Eph. 1:7), justification 
(Rom. 4:5) and adoption (Eph. 1:5). 
 
Salvation is a free gift.  Each person must decide to accept or reject it.  Acceptance is 
by faith in Jesus Christ (Eph. 2:8–9). 
 
Election.  Election is the sovereign act of God in Eternity Past whereby He chose for 
salvation all those whom He foreknew would accept His Son (Eph. 1:4; 1 Peter 1:1–2). 
 
Eternal Security.  After accepting Jesus Christ as Saviour, every believer is kept secure 
forever (John 10:28; Rom. 8:38–39; Heb. 10:14; 1 Peter 1:4–5) and is disciplined 
whenever necessary by the Father as a beloved child (Heb. 12:5–11; Rev. 3:19). 
 
 
I. Ecclesiology: Doctrine of the Church 
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Universal Church.  The church universal is the body and future bride of Christ which 
includes all born-again believers of this age regardless of their affiliation with Christian 
organizations (Matt. 16:18; 1 Cor. 12:12–13; Eph. 1:22–23; 4:11–16; 5:25–27). 
 
Local Church.  The local church is an assembly of believers meeting together in a 
specified location for the purposes of worship, Bible study, prayer, fellowship and 
witnessing. 
 
Baptism.  Every believer is commanded by our Lord to be baptized in the name of the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:19).  Baptism does not effect the salvation of an 
individual but is a symbolic testimony of our identification with Christ in His death, burial 
and resurrection (Rom. 6:3–11).  The Scriptural mode of baptism is by immersion (Acts 
8:36–39). 
 
Lord's Supper.  Every believer is also commanded by our Lord to periodically observe the 
Lord's Supper.  When we partake of the elements we are reminded of His death and 
proclaim His death until He comes (1 Cor. 11:23–26). 
 
 
J. Eschatology: Doctrine of the Last Things 
 
The imminent return of the Lord, which is the Blessed Hope of the church, will be 
followed in order by: the Tribulation; the second coming of Christ to the earth after the 
Tribulation; the judgment of the Gentiles and the judgment of Israel; the establishment 
of the reign of Christ on the earth for a thousand years; the Great White Throne 
judgment; the eternal state of punishment for the unsaved and the eternal state of 
blessing for the saved. 
 
Blessed Hope.  The Blessed Hope or Rapture is the pre-tribulational appearing of Christ in 
the air for His church in which the entire body of Christ will, by resurrection and 
translation, be removed from the earth (John 14:1–3; 1 Cor. 15:51–57; 1 Thess. 4:13–
18).  The church will not go through any part of the Tribulation (Rev. 3:10). 
 
Tribulation.  The Great Tribulation (Matt. 24:21), the fulfillment of Daniel's Seventieth 
Week (Dan. 9:24–27) and time of Jacob's Trouble (Jer. 30:7), will be a seven year 
period of time following the Rapture during which God prepares the nation Israel for her 
Messiah and pours out judgment on the unbelieving nations. 
 
Second Coming.  The Great Tribulation is climaxed by the premillennial return of the Lord 
Jesus Christ to the earth with His angels (Matt. 16:27; 25:31) to destroy the armies at 
Armageddon (Rev. 19:21), gather the nations for judgment (Matt. 13:30, 39–43; 25:32; 
Jude 14–15), imprison Satan in the Abyss (Rev. 20:1–3) and then begin His millennial 
rule. 
 
Millennium.  The Millennium will be a thousand year period of time in which Christ will rule 
the nations of the earth with a rod of iron in righteousness, justice and peace (Isa. 9:6–
7; Rev. 20:1–10). 
 
Eternal State.  The souls of those who have trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation 
pass immediately into His presence at death (2 Cor. 5:8) where they remain in conscious 
bliss until the resurrection of the body at the Rapture (1 Thess. 4:13–18), at which time 
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the soul and body are reunited and associated with Him forever in glory; but the souls of 
unbelievers are taken at death to Hades (Luke 16:22–31) and remain there in conscious 
misery until the final judgment of the Great White Throne at the close of the Millennium 
(Rev. 20:11–13), and then are cast into the Lake of Fire, not to be annihilated, but to be 
tormented day and night forever and ever (Rev. 20:10,14–15). 


